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PRErFATORY.

The author 4&‘% time covered in this monograph was in
command of the Trains of the 4th Division, temporarily, as the
proper train Commander, Colonel James Hornbrook, had been
recently promoted and ordered to the United States.

1 had placed kilitary Police along a straggler line extend-

Pussiares
ing from Braumetz to Bussdians and as our attack progressed I

established a strong post at Licy Clignon. From this point the

attack from Hautesvernes east could be easily seen and ”lwmade

R B S

b brom July 19thon, the French headqdarters for vggma‘i"t‘ilvlery

groupy occupied Licy and through them and their situation maps
1 wé.s able to keep in close touch with what was going on in both
the sector of the VII krench Carps and the lst American Corps.

After the engagement I went over the ground covered by
this paper in much detail and as things turned out I was assigned
to command the lst Battalion, &9th Infantry on July 28nd. 1 was
therefore enabled to see ;nuch of beth Majors Cook and Houston
and went over the engagement of the 58th with them in detail.

In this monograph 1 have referred to hours and dates tak-
ing same from the History of the 4th Division and the History

of the 68th Infantry.
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ACTIONS OF THE b8th INFLRIRY («th DIVICION) ADTACHED 7O THE
FRENCH 164th INFANCKY DIVIGION VILI FRENCH ARMY BEDWEEN JULY 15th and
JULY 26th 1918,
On July 10, 1918, the 58th Infantry, which had been train-

ing under the French near Lizy-swr-Qurcq, was assignéd to a sub
sactor in the zone o1 the VII krench Army Corps. This sub sec=
tor lay northesast ot Rademont.

The ground was organized and the regiment was designated to
defend this sector in case of a German break through.

It will be remembered that on July 1l5th, the Crown Prince
threw his First and Third Armies containing twenty-nine divisions

.,_agalnst tna bourth French Army under General Gouraud east of Reims

and at tha o&ﬂ@ tlme the Seventh German Army of tnenty—one divis=
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ghgeisiSuioion,. . . 5 ') Reims. General Gouraud had information fran;wiaoners

captured on intensive raids and extending over a period between

June Z8th and July l4th, which at first indicated that there would
be an attack by the Germans about July 1lbth. Later definite in-
formation was obtained to the effect that the Ikrench Fourth Army
was to be attacked and finally on the eve of battle, German pris-
oners told the exact hour on which the attack was to commence.

Until about July 10th it was not certain as to just wherethe
Seventh German Army was to thrust amnd of course the French alonpg
the western edge of the salient prepared positions extending as
far west as Maux and as far south as Colummiers.

A8 the kourth Diviﬁion had heen assigned to this area for
training the French naturally intended ﬁsing them in case of an

attack oy the Germans and each regiment was assigned to some'seo-
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instruction.

On July 16th the 58th Infantry moved to Rademont from which
place details were sent to the lremch limes, where they remalned
until hastily recalled on the night of July 17th.

In other words, the regiment was on the alert with advance
detachments, commanders and guides in position during the period
when the Germans were active on the Western Front of the salient
and driving east om the southeastern w

Aboﬁt'hoonmonwthe 17th of July, 6rderé were received from

B ivision HSATUArTY: zacin;; the regiment at the Uispossl of

02 LRV ey s il
By AN s SOl "7"""( ’0 R Sl RO 1S s W e AT RPN T MDA A AT LN B T R A e . NPV Y

»._.,é_:!,.d.@.t.?agbxins .}“?‘..EB...EB? French as follows;

lst. Battalion == Iia jor Samusel H. Houston -- to ths
133rd Releks, coOmmanded by Lieut.Colonel Kiffer at 11;00
P.Mes at Gandelu.

2nd. Battalion == Major Gilbert R. Cook == to the
13th Group of Chasseurs & Pled, commanded by Lieut.Colomel
Dassauge, at 10300 P.M. at Cerfort.

drd. Battalion == Ma jor Charles C. Drake -- to 152nd

French Infantry,commanded by Lieut.Colonel Meilhan at

10330 Polis,at Braumetz.

Battalion and Company Commanders went ahead to the command
posts of the various French Commanders at 1;00 P.M., July 17th to
receive the orders for attack and to reconnolter if possible.

The attack orders were of course written in ¥French and one
copy was furnished each Batialion Commander. These officers in
turn had to translate the order qnd explain same to the Company
Commwanders in 2nglishe

This t ook time and in consequence the reconnaissance was de-
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The plan of battle as drawn by General Gaucher, commanding
the 1é4th French Infuntry Division was odriefly as follows:; The
Division was divided into three groups =-- one right groupement ~-
one left groupement, wnd one reserve groupemsnt.

Between the right and left groupements was placed a liaison
pattalion which was to cover the interval. This battalion was
echeloned to the rear.

gach groupement consisted of three krench Battalions and one
American Battalione.

Lieu‘t‘v. Colonevll Kiiier oommanaéd tne right group;mant to which
R a3t S T s N A . R O S I s e
e DABRAUGE COMManded vt Re. Leit- grroupoment 48 Whioh -t he-Fnd- Battaltlon

was assigned, #hile the 3rd Battalion joined the reservs groupement.

The 12th liachine Gun Battalion attached Company "C'" to the lst
Battalion and Company "A" to the &rd Battalion. The 2nd Battalion
had with it the Regimental Machine Gun Company.

The 59th Infantry was held as Divisional Reserve and four
Companies of the 4th Zngineers were attached to the 164th Division
to comsolidate captured terrain.

The march to various points in the French line as previously
assigned began shortly after dark on the l7th. The rain started
simultansously as usuwal and was varticalar ly heuvy and blinding.
The night was pitch dark and the roads were littered with wagons -
trucks - mounted men - troops, etc.

Foch had made his decision tp_ issue ais attack from this sal=-
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ient, and everything had to move. Troops to attack were not placed
in line on any part oif this side of the salient until the last
moment in order tihat the Germans would v completely surprie:ed.

March conditions were frightful, as no roads could be reserv-
ed and traffic was moving in L?Oth directions. Fregquently men would
not be avare of the presence of a truck or caisson until they were
struck by it. On account of the heavy rain it was impossible to
march off the roads.

AS & consequence of all this, progr-essvsﬂvvaa slo:v‘ and tedious.
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Gandalau rogq_ by Mb‘{r‘agqp gﬁqid_gq,_y_gp@ from this time movemernt-was
“‘xﬁ‘oﬂm- ea:s.sy, but the regiment did not reach its various positions
in line until less than one hour be fore the attack s tarted.

The lst. Battalion moved to Gandalau and took position in
support of the French Battalion which was designated to attack in
the direction of Hautevesnes.

The 2nd. Battalion moved through Braumetz, passed through
Chezy to the reverse slope east of town and took position there.

The 3rd. Battalion mlted in the woods of Chateau Braumetz.

The 2nd. Battalion was the only unit of the 58th Infantry de~
signated as pa t of the attacking line.

Maj or Cook had issuwed his attack orders to his assembled of-
{icers on the evening before from the command post of Lt. Colonel

; Dauuaug“ These had been issued verbally and had designated Com-
| panies "E" and "H" as assault companies with Companies "i" a.nd"G"

ek Suppory” adﬁp&ﬁiés From lett to right in the order named.ﬁ»"“
/tm oncxa,)V 400 i - &""/ H Q“FWW" MlaU{MMS i lm--‘-Aifive'-----»
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One platoon of the regimental Machine Gun Company to &ccompany
the assaulting line -- one section to each company. The remainder
of the Machine Gun Company constituted a Battalion Reserve under
Ma jor Cook's orders.

The Regimental Headquarters Company was assigned also to the
Resorve and such sections as could not perform their normal functions
were assigned to the Intantry.

The remainder of thne Reserve so called, consisted of the 37mm

Gun Piatoon and a detachment of the Outpost Company, 8th Field Sig-
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The One Pounder Platoon was to assist the 2néd Battalion in de- . .
stroying machine gun nests,
The Stokes Mortar Platoon had as yet not received its materiel.

The Band was assigned to the surgeon as stretcher bearers.

The topography and features of the sector of penetration as-
signed the 2nd Battalion are about as follows;

2ast of Chezy, the ground drops abruptly into a little vailey
containing a railroad leading to Gandalau from Neuilly-S5t. Kront.

Bast of the railroad the ground rises gently to farm the
northern nose of the ridge which encircles Chezy from the South,

¥rom this ridge there is a gradual descent into the valley in
which Cl:xevillon lies. Beyond Chevillon comes another gradual rise
and southeast of town lies Hill 172, which was ane of the objectives.

8till further east is an uneven, broken country resulting from
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Heavy growtns of trees were found in the valley near Chevillon
and on the high ground northeast of Hill 172 are wooded patches at
Sept Bois. Lidway from Sept S0is and Courchamps lies the Bois de
I'Orme situated on a commanding ;nl-i-wé/ge and destined to be the center
of very heavy fighting.

All of the woods mentioned were strongly defended by machine
guris and in addition the open flelds, planted with grain, had riped-
ed and were about to be harvested by the Gemans.

Chevillon was defended by two lines of trenches and an outpost
‘zona. The outpost zone lay about hal f way betwesn Chezy and Chevillon

yunwﬁ%mm;@w3”§gyﬂmdwﬂgqu%gf§un5#&&‘6&%%?##‘#aﬂaﬁuﬁﬁﬁ&;;AQQVS‘ﬂfﬁ%ﬁ@g@ﬁxﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ*&QQIfnﬁfﬁﬁ”wfﬁwtjf
 was sjtuated on the reverse slopes of the ridge and paralleled the
outpost line. v i
The second line trencnes were located on Hill 172,
All trenches were claverly concealed in the grain fields and

protected by interlocking fire of machine guns.

It was 4:00 A.Ms, before final orders reached all unit command-
ers, for the attack. L1hese orders were a reiteration of those given
company commanders the evening be fore by Major Cook and in addition
the plan of liaison, the barrage line, and H. hour were given.

The krench barrage opened at 4330 A.l. and the advance started
at 4;35 A.Me The attack was a complets surprise.

On July 15th the Fremch artillery had been very active along
the whole front because of the German drive botwaen Chatesu Thierry

and the Ardre Rivaer.
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On the night of July 15-16 this fire had been particularly
intense but on the night of July 16-17 artillery fire had been re-
duced to less than normal and the Germans were lulled into a sense
01 false security.

On the night of July lo=-17 the krench installed their Corps
and Army Artillery Groups in position and readjusted their Division-
al Artillery Groups. On this night all roads for many miles in rear
of the lines were reserved for artillery movement from 11:00 P.L.
to dawn, and werse packed with moving units,.

Fire Jﬁ'the night of July 17-18 was normal and restricted to &
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v Wnen the . barrege-eponed. these-vattorios were. moved. forvard with fhe o oow e

result that the German counter-battery fire fuiled to get many of
them.
AITACK of 2nd BATTALION.

There was no artillery preparation preceding the barrage.

The German outpost zone was easily overrun and taken. German
S5.0.3. barrage fell on Chezy then on the slope east of town, but in
gach case was too late to have much effect.

The Znd Battalion, 568th Infantry moved from its initial line
with great dash, outdistancing the Battalion of Chassieurs a Pled
on its left.

Several isolated Gemman machine guns from the left flank en-
filaded our lines but the assault waves kept on. The German troops
occupying the outpost zone clsared thelr iirst llne and dropped back
to the sevond line on Hill 172.
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Our troops ovarran the Geman first line on the reverse slope,
the Chevillon was taken after & sharp fight at 5330 A.M. About 75
prisonars were captured up to this point and in Chevillon large
quan tities of ammunition and & number of machine guns wvere tagen.

The 2nd Battalion now changed direction slightly, attacking
Hill 172.

ey had suffered rather severely and the Battalion on their
lett was still well behind with their attuck.

Major Cook decmed not to reorgan ize out to attack immediately.

It is trw that his left flankwas badly exposed, but Hill 172 command-

mm»/au%wafol-w G r}w iumt}»‘a [P G A v uéf‘ 0" scrim “‘C’né TernEns ™"
bafuxe thay tad timeto orgr;nize “the hill"-mﬂre 3 trong}y‘

In consequence he moved rapidly up the hill, echeloning his
support companies to overlap and protect his flunks. Hill 172 was
taken after a severe fight.

The Battalion was here reorganized and orders were receivaed

from the k‘renoh_to split the Battalion. Ome part to attack the
Sept sois, which lay properly in their zone and the other part to
attack tovard Bols de 1'Orme which lay to the right of the sector.

When the attacking group neared the Sept Bols the Germans coun-
terattacked capturing one officer and tgn mn., This counter attack

- goming from an angle to the flamk drove our troops back to Hill 172
wher ¢ they were reorganized.

Later during the afternoon they aguin attacked gaining & portion

of these woods and retaining same.
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The right group of the battalion consisting of Companies "H"

oV
and "G" moved on Hois de L'Orme. This wood as shown befors is mear

a fnl
the—erest—ot—a riagd and as usual was dofended by machine guns near

the edge ot the woods and from platiorms in trees. «#hen these com-
panies reached the sunken road about 200 meters west of the #oods
thay reorganized and restea for & fev minutes. Upon resuming the
attack, the lines had no more than reuchsd the open when they were
met by & hail of ovullets from the woods and the attadk oroke down

in very fow minutes.
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Both companies fell vack to the sunken road whsre they romain-

ed until relieved. It may 0@ explained here that there was prac-
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tieully no chanse to maneuver the Germsns ouwt of this position
vhich was highly organized and very strong. The'pééition Af thev
woods allowed all around observation and was provided with all a-
round defense. The attack had progressed so swiftly that the Ikrench
artillery were in no position to assist this movement and as units
on the right and left had not come up the German position in these
woods nould not be isolated.

The 3rd Battalion, supporting the 152nd F.l.Re. until this time
now took position on Hill 172 at 3330 P.M. in support of the 2nd
Battalion.

The <nd Battalion was relieved by the Jdrd Battalion 59th Infan-
try by 7;00 Adie July 19tn, the Jrd sattalion b8th lniantry support-
ing this organization.

B ~ Our line now extended from Bept Bois to & point along the sunk=-

an road sowe 300 meters west of Beis de 1'Orme, in this sub sector.
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The 2nd Battalioan moved to Chevillon covering this town and
Ste Gengoulph.

Both the 2nd and 3rd Battalions ware relieved and ordered to
Bois de Braumetz at 11;00 P.M. July 20th.

During the engagement the <nd Battalion - Machirne Gun Company
and Headquarters Company O68th Infantry lost 118 killed, 10 died of
#ounds and 540 wounded with 1 officer and 10 enlisted men captured,
a total of 479 casualties, or 37 per cent.

”g;;g\_" of lst A'l‘"‘gg Qn
At about midmght July l?th tbe lst Battalion moved to a p051-
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Go m..:. um r 18 ¢hi-the at”taﬁﬁ urder'wa rewived irom Lt.

Colonel Kiffer.

His plan of attack subdivided his sector, each hald being cove
ered by a irench Battalion. The 3rd rrench battalion and the 1lst
Battalion 56th Infantry acting as supports amd following at 800
metors.

Lajor Houston assemblad his officers and disposed his battal-
ion much as had Major Cook.

Companies "A" and "C" leading with "B" and "D" Companies in
support.

Company "C'" lith M.G.Battalion covering the advance some 200
meters in rear of the second wvave in line of sections.

At 6300 Aukio, July 18th, the Battalion moved about one kilo-
meter north of Vilny, thence eastward around the nose of the ridge

along which runs the railrad from Neuilly.
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The battalion was following the French battalion as support
in trace and was to strike Hautevesnes to the north flanking it
slightly to the souths

This movement to the north is explalned by the fact that
Hautevesnes was prepared for direct action from the southwest and
hz.a.d the French attacked fram Vilny th® axial would huve rum along

1{(1“/&'7[7(0% lo w (;'mlnf u‘znsl 0[ : \/(.)”“(
the long spur extending fran",}-uoﬁ-eswﬁu:eﬁ-b‘ﬁ-ny and could ba
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@asily covered with long rangeMfire for some AilOmGtGI‘S.

On the other hand by maneuvering as tha,; did. the brench at-
[y . .

" Raok began ek & x‘idga which gave oover o the Iorma.tl on. The at=

tacking lines urOpped into a littlie leley and .vith any artillery
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w:md mdchine gan pr@pamtmn thﬂ mfantzy coaid “approach with _ease.

the top ot the scarp aoout 1,000 meters directly west of Haute-
vasnes.

This actually worked out as planned. Hautevesnes was taken
by the French at 7330 A.Me

Half of "DL" Company 66th Infantry had been designated in orders
to mpp up the town, which they did without difficulty on their ar-
rival about 8; 00 A.k.

The lst Battalion had started action in full equipment and it
soon became apparent that this was telling unnecessarily on the men.
Major Houston sent word to drop the packs but this word failed to
reach all units.

Packs were dropped by each organization whorever they were and
it is supposed a guard was left. However, on being relleved from

this action it wss found tha'c all paclts had been thoroughly rifled
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by the French troops following the attack.

Upon passing Hautovesnes the axial lay along the Hzutevesnes
Courchamps road.

Ths French attacﬁ had been fairly rapid, but because of the
gups on both flanks, small hostile units and machine guns had en-
filade fire frequently.

On the crest apout 500 meters east of Hautevesnes%gg;% was
openad from the left front and flank by Gemman machine guns on the

lst Battalion.

Lossaés were immediate.
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had no, one,pgwnaexs ha. hnn.n A2g0-F conbatisg-wachine - guus had they
been located, except by laboriously working small flanking groups to
the flanks.

Companies "A" and "C" in the forward echelon suffered particu=
larly. Both lines halted and took cover and after considerable de-
lay Major Houston directed them to move forward. .

The Battalion, losing men at every step moved to Ravine de la
¥olie, arriving there about 3;00 P.M. Here they were met by an
enemy artillery concentration of such intensity that they were
forced to dig in on the east slope of the ravine.

The machine guns from the left flank were still playing havoc,
80 in shear desperation Houston directed a reconnaissahoe to dater-
miﬁe their location, intending to take them at all cost if they were
within a reasonably short distance and to try to shoot it out with
them if they were some distance away. ‘
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These guns coulu not be lccidtsd aeilnitely and as Magor Houuton B



Those o1 you who have had experience with German machine guns
will rememosr that after they are moved back some 500 or 800 meters
it is very nard to judge their distance by sound.

The reconnaissance was carried out oy the attached Lachine
Gun Company and the enemy Machine Guns were located in the Bois de
1'Orme apbout 900 meters away, almost due north and in position to
eufilade the ravine.

1wo platoons ot m chine guns wers ordered to take position on
the northwest slope of the ravine above the point whers the last
ravine oranches.

They were'q‘{rggfgpd to open fire on these wopds and to try to
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response from German one pounders on themselves und increased activ-
ities on the part of machine guns, who didn't reply to them, but
opened a heavy fire through the ravine.

A few minutes later a Gerﬁ:an battery shot our machine guns out
ot position.

In the meantime the kremch advance had been halted on a ridge
about 800 meters east of Courchamps and wers unabie to advance.

The German line nov extended from Bois de 1'Orme,(which had
been unsuccessfully attacked by part of ow 2nd Battalion) through
Petret Farm amd included Yhe hill s math of Monthisra.
At this time the lst Battalion reported its position to the

French who ordered it to dig in where it was,.
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The Gemans had occupied this ravine only a few hours before
and oif course its location was well knom to them. As a result,
after the first burst of snhell the Gemans settled dovam to method-
ical interdiction fire which lasted until 6;00 A.u. the following
morninge

This methodical shelling was varied from time to time with an
intensive burst of high explosive from presumably one battery which
would last for several minutes.

As a result this oa“ti"cg’kion sui‘ierud haavily and their enthusi-

asm was dampened ma terially. .vhy tne Gemans It up at o-OO A.In.
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no one can say.

Ip the morning. the - lst B&ttalion Wds sdvised tmt 1t would 2 TR
vance to Courchamps about noon. On accourt of losses Major Houston
reorganized his companies into three platoons each and at 12:30 noon,
on receipt of order s; moved to Courchamps in support of Captain
Blanc's Battalion of the 133 Rel.ke which had not moved from itg
position 800 meters to the east of town and held there since the
night be fore.

This vattalion was flankéd by fire from the woods al La Gren-
ouillers rarm and La Ramise and could not move.

The lst Battalion moved forward, "A" and "D" Compani s in f.vo
waves from right tc left, followed by "C" Company in support at
200 yards and the Machine Gun Compuny at 400 yards, movad to the
ravine east of town.

Company "B" as a mobile resorve moved to Courchamps.
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The lst Battalion was relieved at 5330 A.e, July R1lst and
marched to Braumetz.

Their casualties amounted to 20 enlisted men killed and 6 of-
ficers and 212 enlisted men wounded and missing, a total of 238
casualties out of 967 effectives of 24 per cent.

The sub-division of the Divisional sectar of attack into two

sub-sectors separated by over a kilometer at the beginning of the

Wo/
_attack could only be justified where _gg'q‘..g,roupﬂega.desi@aped as

tha holuing attao:c emd tha second group attauced envelOping the
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T ghemy. “In tf'xis case som Liné must oa des 1gndted beyond shich the

" holding attack must not advance ‘and the axials of attack should

meat at soms point well in rear of the enemy positionm.

From the direction of attack assigned to each group, this was
not the case and as a result,each vas attacking on an axialf‘uga}‘:allel
to the other.

The gep was covered by a liaison battalion echeloned to the

rear, which does not seem to be good tactics.

The result as seem was, that the Bols de 1'Orme had to be at-
tacked by & part of Major Cook's bat;talion at a tima when this whole
unit was vadly needed in the attack on Sept Bois, with the result
that neither place was carried.

When it became necessary to split his battalion Madar Cook

turned over the part attacking the Sept Bois to his second in com-

mand and conducted the attack against Bois de 1'0rme. Once commltted,
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ngithex part of the hattaliom /qqgnd_“render aid to the other as Lhese
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At 9:00 P.M., "A" Company relieved the left company of the
brench battalion in the front line.

At 33430 A.Me, July 20th, the attack was resumed after 30'
minutes of artillery preparaticn. Company "C' and one platoon of
"B Company vere assigmed to the attack line so as to extend same.

The advance continued steadily to the line of La Ramise - BoOis
Petret when a well organized German counter attack took the right
s.ssd.ult company on the flank causing a hasty retirement of the Jhole

battalion to their former ﬂ.ine 800 meters sast of Courchamps.
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An we&mpt W m.n us* ituted by rm brencn. Lo inultxate to

& point from which the Gexman nosition covld. ba.rnshad. . This. losked.

possible as practically all of the intervening terrain was covered
with ripe grain, standing quite high.

As this movement was inaugurated long range machine gun fire
was brought to bear on the edgss of 50is Petret and other known posi-
tions of the somewhat exposed enemy lina.

The artillery concentrated with high explosive and gas on Bois
Petret. ‘

In forming for the new attack the right flank was achelonedto
the rear and at 4300 P.M. the line moved forward. After stubborn
resistance this attack went home and at 5330 P.M. reached Petret Farm--
Bois Petret and the crest to the east, which was immediately occupied
and orgunizede.

This crast domina ted the town of Kenthi¢rs and made it possible

for the lat Amerioa.n Gorps to adve.nce its J.eft through this town .vith-
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out Opposition the rext day.
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positions were separated by about one kilometer.

It will be remembered that Bois de 1'QOrme controlled the
sector in which the 1st Battalion was operating, from a point a
little east of Hautevesnes to and including Ravine de la Kolie,
and that a majority of casualties suffered by the lst Battalion
were caused by machine gun fire from these woods.

The failure of the 43rd Battalion ot Chasseurs a Pleds to
keep avbreast of the <nd Battalion was not dwe to any fault of
that organization, but ratner to the costly rupidity ot our ad-

vVanco.
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OPUUNE" JRE BAYTEIIOn as "Being accomplisted with splendid dash,"
but he might have added "und nothing else".

No one is to be severely criticised for this however.

The troops and officers had not received sufficient training
and all officers except the battalion comander were green.

The 4th Division had received no training at home which fitted
them for open wartarse. Such oificers and men as had received any
training were hastily assigned to the 3rd Division on the eve of
its departure from Camp Greene and the Division had to be rebuilt
prior to its sailing some six weeks later.

After arrival in France we spent a few days in the British
area and were hastily sent to the Chateau Thierry sector after
the German attack through Chemin de Dames., Since arrival in this
_ area on June lith tae division had received good ins truction, but

it ta&ea time to train Speoialists.
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Wo had not received enough training in new formations. The
mechanism of same was fairly well understood, but tha application
was not. Officers and men knew little of the assistunce which
could be expected from our own machine guns - automtics - one
pounders, or artillery, neither did we tully appreciate the limita-
tions of these arms.

The men however, were well disciplinec and the poor officers
had been tairly well elimina tea. Offioers and msn had little oppor=
tunity 0t being put through combat exercisas employing combined arms.

shdoh had. to. prov.e. un. angd., j.n
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the maa.ntime, er.»ch aoughboy iigured tmt he Nould depend on nimself. =~

Automatic rifles had been received only a short time before
going into action. | No practice could be held, and the automatic

squads hardly knew how to operate their weapon.

Machine gun compamies per'force had to trzin in separate areas.
About all that could be accomplished in the time allowed was to
teach the machine gunner something of the technigue of his arm.
Infantry Battalion and Machine Gun Company Commanders did not kpmow
much of the proper tactical handling of these weapons in an offen-
sive action. ThBy did not seem to realize that machine guns are of
little value until opposition slows up the attack und then they
are of pursmeount importance not only for {lank protection, but im
saving man pover in the first Llines,

Ope pounders had just veen issued and Stokes Mortars were not
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taining force only, was left fronting such positions..

All of this took time out was the correct procedure and the
French saved their nen. Another angle to all of this must also
be 1igured. A Division ordinarily will operate with Brigades a-

breast except where very deep penetration is expcted. It means
that normally fow battalions will attack. This is about the
minimum frontage. Supposing that a battalion has to be relieved
each second day. It .villbe seen that the Divisi on will prob.xbly
have to be taken out .vithin four or ﬁve days, particula.rly as

ceveprgUivision reserve will not ba ocmnltted except in extrgmg GRS Re. —
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kaur or iive d“.,a is anuug,h dor a Division whan. .axtreme onnc-
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sit ion exists, but in & normal action such as occurred on this part
of the line, a Division should have lasted for several weeks at
least.

It is interesting to note at this point that this same Divis-
ion remained continuously in the Argomne Offensive without relief
from September 26th until October 19th.

Another mistake in this action was the assignment of the Reg-
imental Headquarters Company to a Bat.:talion. It is probelmatical
who ther they did any good and they did suf fer casulties.

1The assignment of the whole one pounder section to the 2nd
sattalion was an error of judgments AS things turned out they
were of very little assistance to this battalion,vhile had one
or more gans bean.attachad to the ls t.Battai-ion the machine gugs ™~ "7 T

;ocated in Bois de 1'Orme could and prooably would have been
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offered and being skeptical of these weapons did what will be done
in the next war.

Feeling that there was no protection offered against bullets
caming from places they could not see, their idea was to close as
guickly as possible on their objective, fondly hoping that when it
was once taken, all thair troubles would be over.

It is well they did so after all, bacéuse certainly their
losses though bad enough, wvers probaoly less than nad there besn

confusion or ialtering,ana the n rst resiatame. dw@ to the element
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.4hen real resistanceé’ d&vawp'ed 1.ha mumd.a* gamsé ﬂbhreugh
quickly overrunning the first poaitions carried them on and it
was not until they had suffered a high percentage of casualties
that they were stopped.

The French on the othar hand must not be criticised for not
xeeping avreast of ow attack. They wers veterans and had learned
ba tt or from past experience$. We must rememoer that the French
were low in man power. That for cver a year they had been conserv-

P s
ing tids and by forcing the Germans to attack on large fronts were
trying to wear them down to a point where there would not be such
disparity in numoers.

ASs a comsequence the krench were Jquick L0 recognise small arsas
where machine gun resistance would be expected or where strong poings
wers ivcated. 'Dh9~y--pr0perly did not attack thaese i‘z'qny"av:l‘.ly. ’bgy

maneuvered tham out elther by an attack-in flank or by pushing by
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Major Houston tried to 8ilence machine guns in position and
provided with artificial cover with machine guns. This is im-
possible and is well worth remembering.

The manper in which the 2nd Battulion was conducted is not
open to much criticism in view of the fact that the troops were
new.

It is most difficult to maneuver troops to any extent when

they are in aotion for the first time. = B T

we e Ra oy Gosietried to wewesby-dounds, or had. he Altempted
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_a passage of lines = 154 ﬁM:uMJ@%W BB VAL v s s, st .
times) - the result would have been the intermingling of lines
with 1ts consequent confusion.

I think that under conditions he did the only thing possible,
i.e+, overran the enemy position as quickly as possible and yene-
M coudd

trate as far as peesdtde without regard to what is going on to

the flanks.

Had he outdistanced the troops on either flank too vadly he
warld have been held up by higher command who were certainly .
compatent to judge.

In the lst Battalion the formations werec entirely too rigid
for & unit 1in support,particularly between Hautevesnes and the
Ravine.

This Batta]ien was nos ﬂgming and every thought should
have been centeraed on tm things, 1.e., firet Cover, second,
uisw.noe Erom HE B YTk wuaﬁw. o

Had ‘this battalion when it first raceive& a«tl&nk £ira. ‘*'”‘
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been sent forward immeidately in thin 1lines from cover to cover or

if none existed,then by short rushes losses must have Deen negligi-
ble.

The advance by bounds % fractions of each wave wuld have been
better, but would have consumed more time. As 1t turned out, they
wus ted more time trying to locate the source of fire unsuccessfully
than the latter method would have consumed.

My next criticism of Major Houston is for remaining dug in on

“ihe rev wae sl ope of -Ravine de la Folie.- suffering heavily from,

g0 Ll and-deril i akd machice-gun.-five.lustead .ol movine to . some posi~
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fall 80 as to get graze suots on a reverse slope. You can easily
picture wuat a graze burst of high explosive will do when the angle
0f fall eé—bho=sh@ts approaches ;ybarallel to the angle of slope. On
the other hand, if troops are located near the crest and dug in they
are practically safe unless too near the craest.

Graze shots on a crest are erratic and will either as a rule
pass hamlessly over the heads of troops seeking cover, or in case
of purst, they will either burst on the near side of the crest or
after they have passed over the hsads of the line. This is due to
the fact that the skyline of a crest is never absolutely symmetrical
and even 19 it were the variations In wldth make it a poor aiming

. point or pomt of graze in case the battery is firing from the map.

It seems therefore that thia battalion might have paen in better

yo
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in Bois de 1'QOrme.

LESSONS.
l. Bxpect to sacrifice methodical attack to dash when em~
ploying troops in action for the first time.
2e¢ Do not mix units of two natioralities in one sub-sector.
1f thgy have to be mixed #ithin the Brigade, assign each sub-sec-
tor to a regiment of the same nationalitye. Lo not even ﬁave troops
of Gne nationd ity support those of anotier unless it is absolute-

1y unavoidabies
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